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of the Beys, destroying that barbarous horde, whose valour was worthy a better cause, and pursuing them below the cataracts, where, for the period of twelve centuries, no army had ever penetrated. Such examples of valour afford a high idea of what he was capable of undertaking.
After having signed a solemn treaty, in virtue of which the army of the East was to evacuate Egypt, he departed in a neutral vessel, with a passport from the Grand Vizier, and another from Sir Sidney Smith,1 and accompanied by an English officer as an additional security. However, notwithstanding all these precautions, he was arrested at the landing-place of Toulon, without regard to his character or the faith of treaties. He was then conducted to Admiral Keith,2 who declared him a prisoner, and ordered that the vessel should be deprived of the helm, in hopes that it might run a-ground. He was then sent to the Lazaretto. The Admiral, it is said, added insult to this harsh conduct ; but, wh.et.hor Lord Keith was privy to it or not, it was said that a message was sent to him to require him to pay twenty sous a day for himself, and each of the French soldiers who were prisoners, adding ironically, that the equality proclaimed by the French sanctioned the treatment which he might expect, as being on a level with his men.
Desaix answered with that dignity and greatness of soul which so much became him: " I demand nothing but to be freed from your presence. Send, if you wish it, straw for those who are wounded with me. I have treated with Mamelukes, Turks, and Arabians of the
1  Admiral Sir Sidney Smith (1764-1840).    The hero of St. Jean d'Acre.
2  Admiral George Keith Elphinslonc, Viscount Keith (x 746-182 j).e fight, and succeeds inre,y on the death of Augustus, fifth Earl, on August 8, 1810.
